
2011 AWARDS BANQUET 

Tucson, Arizona 



Foundation for Addictions Nursing 

Ã Lois Widley Scholarship 

Ã Cathy Buffington Memorial Scholarship 

Ã Recognition of FAN Board of Trustees 

 Diane Snow, President 
 Paula Davies Scimeca, Vice President  
 William "Bill" Carrick, Treasurer 
 Elaine Feeney, Secretary  
 Nancy A. Altman  
 Frances Campbell  
 Bonnie Franckowiak  
 Sheelagh Rutherford 

 

 



Addictions Nursing Certification Board 

Ã Recognition of ANCB Board 

 Virginia A. Coletti, Chair  

 Carolyn Jewell, Vice Chair  

 Sara Azimi-Bolourian 

 Keitha Beamer  
 Nancy Campbell-Heider  
 Elizabeth Fildes  
 Colleen LaBelle 

 Jeanmarie Roberts  
 Rosemary Smentkowski 

Ã Presentation to outgoing Board members 



IntNSA Board of Directors 

Ã Recognition of IntNSA Board 

 President-Elect - Alberto Rundio, Jr. 

 Treasurer - Elizabeth Pace  

 Secretary - Dana Parker-Murphy 

 Suzan Blacher  

 Colleen Corte 

 Becky Eisenhut 

 Tara Haskins 

 Debra Hobbins 

 Stephen Strobbe 

 Judith Tomlinson 

 Christine Vourakis - Editor ð Journal of Addiction 

 Diane Snow ð FAN President 

 Virginia Colletti ð ANCB Chair 

Ã Presentation to Outgoing Board memberso 



2011 Conference Committee 

Ã Carolyn Jewell, Chair 

Ã Judith Tomlinson 

Ã Diane Snow 

Ã Nancy Campbell-Heider 

Ã Joan Cronin 

Ã Connie Luedtke 

 

Thank you for your hard work,  

dedication and expertise! 



Carolyn Jewell  

2011 Conference Chair 



CHAPTER OF THE YEAR AWARD 



 

Chapter of the Year Award 
 

The Chapter of the Year Award is 

given to a chapter that has 

demonstrated growth, community 

service, peer assistance and/or 

advancing the profession and mission 

of IntNSA. 



 

Massachusetts Chapter 
 

We were truly amazed at how fast this chapter came 

together and how committed the individuals are in this 

chapter. There were approximately 30 or more individuals 

who attended a CARN/CARN-AP review course and a 

large population of them are attending the conference this 

year. Their enthusiasm is contagious and is a true 

inspiration.  



NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 



Newcomer of the Year Award 

The Newcomer of the Year award is 

given to a person who has burst into 

the IntNSA scene within the past year 

and who has demonstrated motivation 

and provided service to IntNSA. 

  

 



Adam Barrett, RN, BSN 

This new member emulates 
ògrass roots growthó. Through his 
leadership 32 RNs were brought 
together for a CARN/CARN-AP 
review course. He has set a high 
standard for any IntNSA 
member, much less one who has 
been with the organization for 
such a brief time. We are 
excited to seeing more things 
from him in the future. 
  

 



EDUCATION AWARD 



Education Award 

The Education Award is given to a 

person who made an outstanding 

contribution to education in addictions 

nursing. 

 

 



Ann M. Mitchell, PhD, RN, AHN-BC, FAAN 

This member is active in a number of scientific societies and 

professional nursing organizations where she has served in many 

leadership positions. She has worked with a team of teachers to 

incorporate the evidence-based practice into the undergraduate 

nursing curriculum. She has educated over 300 undergraduate 

nursing students in SBIRT and has developed a number of creative 

teaching approaches including single simulation, developing a 

tool-kit for students and serving as a Fullbright Scholar in the 

Middle East.  

 

 

 



CLINICAL CARE AWARD 



Clinical Care Award 

The Clinical Care Award is given to a 

person who demonstrates knowledge and 

expertise in addictions nursing practice and 

has made creative contributions in the 

service of quality care. 

 



This member has been extremely involved in the Peer 

Assistance Program, as an evaluator and facilitator for two 

groups. She is an outstanding clinician, treating co-occuring 

disorders, is involved in the court system and was the nurse 

manager of an acute division, medical detox unit.  

Phyllis A. Prekopa, PsyD, CARN-AP, LCADC 



COMMUNITY SERVICE / 

ADVOCACY AWARD 



Community Service/Advocacy Award 

 

The Community Service/Advocacy 

Award is given to a person who 

provides outstanding service that has 

a focused interest in prevention or 

intervention in addictions. 



Donna Beers, RN, CARN 

 

This member advocates for the 

poor, marginalized and the 

underserved and vulnerable 

populations. She teaches 

nurses about addictive 

disorders, has exceptional 

skills and a real warmth about 

her. Because of this, she is able 

to engage others in her 

passion and is deeply 

committed to her work. 



Joan Kub, PhD, MA, PHCNS-BC 

 

This member is a dedicated  

volunteer in attending Recovery 

Month meetings, on her own time 

and at her own expense. A 

timely and extensive report 

always follows each meeting. 

She is a dedicated individual 

and is being recognized for her 

selfless community service. 



MENTORING AWARD 



Mentoring Award 

The Mentoring Award is given to a 

person who provides extraordinary 

mentorship within the addictions nursing 

profession. 

 



Suzanne Kinkle, BS, RN, CARN, CPAS 

There are many people in this 
room who can say they became 
a member of IntNSA because of 
this member. She mentors nurses 
throughout her home state and 
mentors nurses who work with 
recovering nurses. She is a 
wonderful example of how one 
individual can have a tremendous 
impact in the lives of others.  



RESEARCH AWARD 



Research Award 

The Research Award is given to a 

person who provides outstanding 

contribution to research and advancing 

the addictions nursing profession. 

 



Lauren Matukaitis Broyles, PhD, RN  

This member has a PhD in nursing, received a 

Ruth A. Kirschstein National Research Service 

Award pre-doctoral fellowship from the 

National Institute of Nursing Research. She 

secured funding for 3 pilot studies that formed 

the foundation for her larger program of 

research involving the evaluation and 

implementation of SBIRT for hospitalized 

Veterans.  

She has also been recognized for her research 

by AMERSA and Research Society on Alcoholism. 



MANAGEMENT AWARD 



Management Award 

The Management Award is given to a 

person who provides outstanding 

initiatives in the development and 

implementation of innovative programs 

in addictions nursing. 

 



Colleen Terese LaBelle, RN, CARN 

This member has developed a model 
of buprenorphine treatment used in 
all the state-funded OBOT sites in her 
home city. Since this model has been 
implemented, the number of patients 
treated has increased from 324 to 
over 2000. She has lectured widely 
at the local and national level and 
was an expert nurse reviewer. She is 
a tireless advocate for individuals 
and families suffering from opiate 
addiction. 

 



INTNSA SPIRIT AWARD 



Spirit Award 

The Spirit Award is given for 

outstanding contribution to the field of 

addictions. Nominees are not members 

but a visionary, member of the general 

public, or member of the addictions 

field.  

 



Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 

Cosponsor of the Paul Wellstone Mental Health and 

Addiction Equity Act of 2007 

An exemplar advocate for her constituents and an 

inspiration to those on their own road to recovery. 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.430605942193.223782.96491952193&type=1


PRESIDENTõS AWARD 



Presidentõs Award 

The Presidentõs Award is a formal 

acknowledgement of the outstanding 

contributions of an individual who has 

provided exemplary service to the 

IntNSA organization and to the 

addictions field. 

 



Connie Mele, MSN, RN, LCAS, 

PMHCNS-BC, CARN-AP 

The increased visibility of our organization has 

paid off this year in many ways.  Members 

have an important role in marketing IntNSA.  

The awardee this year is a master networker.  

This individual can òwork a roomó and within a 

short time, people know about IntNSA, the 

CARN and CARN-AP, the Foundation, and the 

Journal.  I fondly refer to her as Spiderwoman 

because she can draw people in, tether them in 

place, and give her elevator speech on the 

benefits of this organization.  Connie Mele is the 

recipient of this yearõs Presidentõs Award. 


