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Scoping Review: Definition
Exploratory project, preliminary
 Systematic selection, collection, and
summarization of the relevant
research (and often non-research)
literature in a broad area
 Identification of key concepts,
theories, sources of evidence, and
gaps in the research


Levac, Colquhoun & O’Brien (2010)

Purposes: Scoping Review






To identify and examine the extent,
range, and nature of existing
research and other related activity
To summarize, synthesize, and
disseminate research findings
To determine value for undertaking
a full systematic review
To identify research gaps in the
existing literature

Systematic Review
Focused on a narrow research
question
 Focused on highest-quality evidence,
methodological rigor
 Often involves statistical synthesis of
data across studies


Levac, Colquhoun & O’Brien (2010)
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SCOPING REVIEW

Purposes: Systematic Review




To identify, appraise, synthesize, and
communicate all empirical
evidence that meets pre-specified
eligibility criteria to answer a highly
focused research question, typically
related to healthcare interventions
To highlight areas where future
research is required

Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions:
http://handbook.cochrane.org/

SCOPING REVIEW
QUESTIONS

SYSTEMATIC REVIEW

Literature review

Literature review

Systematic selection,
collection, appraisal,
synthesis of literature

Systematic selection,
collection, appraisal,
synthesis of literature

Focus on broad topic area ,
concept, or questions

Focus on very specific
research question

Inclusion/exclusion can be
developed post hoc

Inclusion/exclusion usually
defined at outset

Includes diverse scope,
quality, types of evidence

Includes best evidence

Qualitatively-oriented
summary (more descriptive
or aggregative)

Quantitatively-oriented
summary

----

Formal international
collaborative efforts and
reporting standards

SYSTEMATIC REVIEW
QUESTIONS

Is socioeconomic affluence associated
with a more advanced stage of change
for health behaviors?

What is the efficacy and acceptability
of QTc screening for preventing
cardiac-related morbidity and
mortality in methadone-treated
patients with opioid dependence?

What treatments are used to treat
substance dependence in the English
prison system and how effective are
they?

Do interventions that reduce the cost
of smoking cessation treatment
increase quit rates, quit attempts, or
use of treatments?

Does eliminating user fees increase
utilization of health services in Africa?

What is the efficacy of
psychostimulants for cocaine
dependence on cocaine use, sustained
cocaine abstinence, and retention in
treatment?

What is known about the effects of
medical tourism in destination and
departure countries?

What is the effectiveness of AA or 12step facilitation programs compared to
other psychosocial interventions in
reducing alcohol intake, achieving
abstinence, maintaining abstinence,
improving the quality of life of affected
people and their families, and reducing
alcohol associated accidents and health
problems?

STAGE 1: Identifying the
Research Question(s)

Our Team
Lauren Broyles, PhD, RN
James Conley, BA
 John (Dan) Harding, Jr., BA
 Adam Gordon, MD, MPH



Insert live head
here



BROAD: “What is the state of
interdisciplinary collaboration in
addictions education (ICAE)?”



BETTER: “What are the existing and
emerging programs, curricula, and
initiatives in ICAE?”
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STAGE 1: Identifying the
Research Question(s)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

STAGE 1: Identifying the
Research Question(s)

How is ICAE is defined?
Who are the individuals involved in
ICAE?
What is the content and format of
ICAE initiatives?
What are the outcomes of various
ICAE initiatives?
What are the benefits and
drawbacks of ICAE?

STAGE 2: Identifying Relevant
Studies

STAGE 2:
Identifying Relevant Studies
VARIETY OF
TEACHERS
EDUCATION

VARIETY OF
LEARNERS
PARTNERSHIPS

6.

What are the actual facilitators,
barriers, and challenges associated
with the development and the
implementation of ICAE initiatives?

7.

What do people involved in ICAE
think?

8.

What are the emerging orientations,
initiatives, and research questions in
ICAE?

STAGE 2:
Identifying Relevant Studies


INTERDISCIPLINARY EDUCATION:
occasions when two or more professions learn
from and about each other to improve
collaboration and quality of care



INTERDISCIPLINARY: various health
professionals working together



INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION:
> 2 disciplines working together to achieve
common goals

STAGE 2:
Identifying Relevant Studies
CLUSTER A

CLUSTER B

• Interdisciplinary

• Collaboration

CLUSTER C

CLUSTER D

• Addiction

• Education

• Multidisciplinary

• Alcohol

• Training

• Interprofessional

• Drugs

• Continuing
education

• Substance use
• Substance
abuse

INTERPROFESSIONAL

• Substance
dependence

MULTIPROFESSIONAL
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Grey Literature

Types of Grey Literature

“That which is produced on all levels
of government, academics, business
and industry in print and electronic
formats, but which is not controlled
by commercial publishers”
Fourth International Conference on Grey Literature (1999)

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

Recent

Exists outside traditional
academic channels

Unique

Uncertain quality and
credibility

Exists outside traditional
academic channels

May be “unbalanced” and
reflect limited interests,
agendas, or perspectives

Often synthesizes scientific
literature

May be difficult to
document/reference
(incomplete or inaccurate
authorship/dates)

How “Low” Can You Go?

Often “translates” scientific
literature for real-world
application/use/policy
Reflection of the (nonacademic) field; adds context
Can influence future research,
conceptualization, and
orientation of the field

Tyndall J. (2008)

Types of Grey Literature

Tyndall J. (2008)
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Grey Literature

STAGE 3: Selecting Studies
STAGE 4: Charting the Data



Interplay between Stages 3 and 4
Systematic data extraction

Learners:
Undergraduate student
Graduate student
Health Professional student
Licensed Healthcare Professional
Other

STAGE 3: Selecting Studies
STAGE 4: Charting the Data
•
•
•
•

First pass ranking re: relevance
Group discussion
Two main criteria for continued
inclusion
Final review = 30 articles/documents
• 90 abstracts
• 63 articles reviewed/charted
• 28 articles + 2 documents = 30

STAGE 5: Collating,
Summarizing, and Reporting
the Results


Guided by the initial 8 research
questions
1. How is ICAE is defined?
2. Who are the individuals involved
in ICAE?
3. What is the content and format
of ICAE initiatives?
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Who are the individuals
involved in ICAE?

How is ICAE is defined?
1.

Undergraduate college students

2.

Prelicensure health professional
students

3.

Postlicensure health professionals

4.

Health professional faculty
members in academia

What is the content and
format of ICAE initiatives?
CONTENT

TEACHING MODALITIES
IN ICAE

Lecture

FORMAT

Biopsychosocial aspects of
addiction

Traditional classroom lecture

SBIRT

Web-based learning modules

Addictions recovery

Community based
service learning experiences

Dual diagnosis

Expert- and peer-led
workshops/discussion

Tobacco
cessation and policy

Small group exercises

Case exemplars/clinical vignettes
Problem-based learning activities
Objective structured clinical
examinations/clinical role-playing with
other learners or standardized
patients
On-site coaching and feedback

Interdisciplinary teamwork
strategies for addictions service
or education

Mentored research experiences

Addictions content + formal
interdisciplinary research
training

STAGE 5: . . .Reporting the
Results
Commentary
 Gaps
 Implications
 Calls to action


Process Summary
Stage
#

Stage

Month Team Members

1

Identifying the RQ

1

Lauren, Adam,
James, Dan

2

Identifying Relevant
Articles

1-2

Lauren, James,
Dan

3-4

Selecting Studies and 1-2
Charting the Data

James and Dan

5

Collating and
3
Summarizing Results

Lauren, James,
Dan

Reporting the
Results
(Manuscript
preparation)

Lauren, James,
Adam

4
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Conclusions







New tool for your toolbox
Narrowness of topic, state of the field
shapes the content and tone
Inherent tension, iterativeness,
messiness

BUT. . .be rigorous and systematic
What could SCR teach SYSR?

Your Ideas and Questions


What topics or questions might be
appropriate for a scoping review in
your world?



What would be good reasons for
undertaking a scoping review in this
area?



What main questions and subquestions would you ask?
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